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PRESENTATION OVERVIEW:
Avoiding Affiliation: Protecting Your Small Business Eligibility
Affiliation is an insidious topic for small business federal government contractors. It can

turn a small business into a large business—sometimes without the business even

knowing why.

Protecting small business eligibility is vital for federal government contractors. In this

presentation, government contracts attorney Matthew Schoonover will teach

attendees how the SBA determines a company’s size, under both employee and

receipts-based size standards. This presentation will also focus on how the SBA will

find two businesses to be affiliates of each other, which could adversely impact size,

as well as ideas on how to fracture affiliation. Attendees will be armed with

information needed to understand the SBA's regulations and how to best avoid

affiliation.

Increasing Competitiveness Through Mentor/Protégés, Joint

Ventures, and Teaming
It’s no secret that federal government contract awards are hard to earn. This is

becoming truer and truer as Uncle Sam continues to consolidate awards.

In this age of consolidated contracts and increased competition, small business

contractors must take every advantage to best position themselves for award.

Thankfully, the Small Business Administration offers great tools to do so: through the

SBA’s mentor/protégé program, and through joint ventures or teaming.

In this presentation, government contracts attorney Matthew Schoonover will discuss

the importance of these contracting tools, and why they might make sense for your

small business. Attendees will learn how to apply and tips for success.

Past Performance: Leveraging Success to Win Future Awards
When Shakespeare penned “what’s past is prologue,” he probably wasn’t thinking of

federal government contracts. Still, his immortal words carry valuable lessons for small

business contractors.

In the age of best value procurements, the federal government will often look to the

past to determine whether to issue an award in the future. It’s crucial, therefore, that

small business contractors understand how past performance is measured—and, just as

importantly, how to address any concerns with their past performance.

Join government contracts attorney Matthew Schoonover for a discussion of past

performance. In this presentation, attendees will learn how past performance is

evaluated, how to leverage their past performance to enhance their competitiveness,

and strategies for addressing any less-than-glowing past performance evaluations.
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Matthew i s  the  founder  and manag ing  member  o f  Schoonover  &

Mor iar ty  LLC ,  a  law f i rm ded icated  to  se rv ing  federa l  government

cont racto r s .  Together  w i th  h i s  co l leagues ,  Mat t  counse l s  c l ien t s  on

a l l  aspects  o f  the i r  work  w i th  the  federa l  government—f rom

unders tand ing  acqu i s i t ion  regu la t ions  and cont ract  p rov i s ions ;  to

ensu r ing  compl iance  w i th  regu la t ions  re la t ing  to  sma l l  bus iness  and

soc ioeconomic  p rogram e l ig ib i l i t y ;  and  to  deve lop ing

mentor/protégé agreements ,  jo in t  ventu re  agreements ,  and

subcont racts .  Schoonover  &  Mor ia r t y  a l so  represents  cont racto r s  i n

b id  p rotes t s ,  s i ze  and soc ioeconomic  e l ig ib i l i t y  p ro tes t s ,  and

per fo rmance d i sputes .  Above  a l l ,  Mat t  en joys  he lp ing  sma l l

bus inesses  ach ieve  success  in  the  federa l  marketp lace .

Mat t  i s  an  exper ienced speaker ,  hav ing  t rave led  the  count r y  (and ,

more  recent l y ,  cyberspace)  to  p resent  on  top ics  c r i t i ca l  to  sma l l

bus inesses .  He  has  been  in te rv iewed fo r  a  va r ie ty  o f  pub l icat ions

and podcasts  re la t ing  to  sma l l  bus inesses .  He ’ s  a l so  an  exper ienced

wr i te r  on  sma l l  bus iness  federa l  cont ract ing  i s sues ;  you  can  fo l low

Matt ’ s  pos t s  on  sma l l  bus iness  federa l  cont ract ing  i s sues  on

GovConBr ie f .com.

Make  su re  to  connect  w i th  Mat t  on  L inked In .  You  can  a l so  emai l

Mat t  a t  mschoonover@SchoonoverLawF i rm.com or  ca l l  h im at

913 .354.2630 .
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